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Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday 18th January 2022 

Videoconference 
 

 
 
 
1. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 

 

The minutes of the previous AGM held on 18th November 2020 were circulated to 

members electronically on 9th December 2021. No objections were raised and the 

minutes were accepted as a correct record. 

 

 

2. Matters Arising 

 

There were no matters arising from the previous AGM. 

 

 

3. President’s Report 
 

Professor Anne Ferguson-Smith reflected on another challenging year for the society, 

with COVID continuing to make interactions in-person difficult.  

 

The society has been able to award its medals and prizes, presented virtually through 

online meetings, and at a hybrid award ceremony which took place last October in 

Cambridge. Many members were able to attend and hear an excellent set of prize 

lectures in person, while others joined the online audience. The society plans to host 

more hybrid events of this kind, recognising that they encourage participation by those 

unable to travel. 

 

Another highlight from the previous year has been the data gathering exercise 

commissioned by the Genetics Society which seeks to understand public perception of 

genetics in the post COVID era. This survey was commissioned in the final weeks of 

Professor Laurence Hurst’s presidency and has generated a rich dataset which is 

currently being analysed, more on this will be shared in the months to come. 

 

In her first year as president, Professor Ferguson-Smith has been hosting one-to-one 

and small group meetings with committee members, to find out what the society does 

well and identify areas for improvement. Several key themes arose from the 

conversations and these will help shape the society’s priorities going forward. 

 

The society aims to reach out more extensively to both the genetics and wider 

community, and building stronger connections with members, through better 

interactions with the society’s local ambassadors. 
 



 

2 

 

The society will work to become more inclusive and transparent, taking action on 

widening participation with an overt commitment to equality, diversity, and inclusion. 

To this end several members of the committee have participated in training facilitated 

by Pern Kandola, with the aim of improving the accessibility of the society’s grants. 
 

Professor Ferguson-Smith invited those in attendance to offer feedback of their own, 

on how the society might develop. 

 

Tanja Schwanck proposed that the society directly organize workshops, noting the 

extensive expertise that exists within the society which could be freely exchanged. 

 

Kamil Jaron asked about the status of the society’s journal, Heredity, regarding its 
transition from a subscription model to open access. Heredity Editor-in-Chief Barbara 

Mable responded that this was a matter of continual discussion; as a society journal 

going fully open access would reduce the scope those able to publish in the journal, 

due to the fees required. 

 

Smaragda Tsairidou commented on the survey on the public perception of genetics, 

noting that this could be a useful resource when developing new courses, and asking 

whether the data would be made available. AFS responded that the project is in the 

early stages, but data would be shared in due course. 

 

Finally, Professor Ferguson-Smith spoke on activities planned for the 200th anniversary 

of the birth of Gregor Mendel, with the Genetics Society planning a celebratory event 

at RHS Wisley, taking place 20th July. At this event the society’s Mendel Medal will be 

jointly awarded to Azim Surani and Davor Solter for their work on the discovery of 

genomic imprinting. 

 

 

4. Honorary Treasurer’s Report 
 

Genetics Society Honorary Treasurer, Dr Alexander Lorenz, provided an overview of 

the society’s financial situation.  

 

An independent audit of the society’s finances was carried out by Price Bailey LLP, 
completed in November 2021. Statutory reporting to the Charity Commission and 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator was completed and filed in November 2021. 

 

The society’s finances are in good health, with unrestricted reserves of £2.5m 
available at the end of 2020. An annual turnover of £0.4m was reported for both 2020 

and 2021. Dr Lorenz noted that a large proportion of the society’s reserves had this 
year been moved into investments, to reduce risk and gain interest. 

 

Dr Lorenz report broke down society income: 

 

 £14,808 Investment income 

 £1,080 Conferences 

 £35,631 Membership Subscriptions 

 £557,278 Publication profit-share 

Noting that figures for 2021 had not yet been finalized. 
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Similarly, the society’s expenditure was outlined: 

 £63,524 Newsletter/Podcast  

 £142,223 Meetings & Events 

 £106,227 Grants 

 £86,194 Support costs 

 £30,542 Publication 

 

In summary, the society remains in excellent financial health. Income from journals is 

sustaining but this may well change depending on developments around Plan S. 

COVID is not currently posing a threat to society finances but continues to severely 

impact the society’s ability to carry out its usual charitable activities. 
 

 

5. Honorary Secretary’s Report 

2021 saw a number of changes on the Genetics Society committee. Dr Kay Boulton, 

Honorary Secretary, thanked the outgoing committee members for their contribution: 

 Emily Baker 

Postgraduate Representative 

 Professor Alison Bentley 

Ordinary Member for Corporate Genetics & Biotechnology 

 Dr Marika Charalambous 

Scientific Meetings Secretary 

 Professor Laurence Hurst 

President 

 Professor Martin Taylor 

Honorary Treasurer 

 Professor Alastair Wilson 

Ordinary Member for Applied & Quantitative Genetics 

 Professor Alison Woollard 

Vice-president, Public Understanding of Genetics 

Dr Boulton welcomed the following new members to the committee: 

 Dr Natalia Bulgakova 

Website Editor 

 Dr Laura Dixon 

Ordinary Member for Applied & Quantitative Genetics 

 Ms Anita Hashmi 

Postgraduate Student Representative 

 Dr Jason Mellad 

Ordinary Member for Corporate Genetics & Biotechnology 

 Professor Jonathan Pettitt 

Vice-President for Public Understanding of Genetics 

It was also noted that the following members had been promoted from shadowing 

roles, and begun their term on the committee: 

 Professor Anne Ferguson-Smith 

President 
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 Professor Stefan Hoppler 

Scientific Meetings Secretary 

 Dr Alexander Lorenz 

Honorary Treasurer 

In 2022 the society will undergo a committee restructure with the following changes 

taking effect: 

Disbanded positions (as of Easter 2022): 

 Vice-President for External Relations 

 Vice-President for Corporate Affairs 

New position: 

 Officer for Membership and Partnership 

Name change: 

 Vice-President for Public Understanding of Genetics renamed as 

Officer for Public Engagement 

The Genetics Society is seeking nominations for the following committee posts: 

 Officer for Membership and Partnership 

Application deadline 31st March 2022 

 Policy Officer 

Application deadline 30th August 2022 

 Ordinary Committee Member for Evolutionary, Ecological and Population 

Genetics 

Application deadline 30th August 2022 

Nominations and any questions regarding these vacancies may be sent directly to the 

Honorary Secretary. 

Dr Boulton reported on the sad news of Professor William G Hill’s death, noting that 

Bill had received the 2019 Mendel Medal and was an Honorary Member of the Society. 

Honorary Members of the Society are distinguished and eminent members of the 

genetics community, elected by the committee to reflect their outstanding contributions 

to genetics. There are currently vacancies for 5 new Honorary Members, Dr Boulton 

encouraged members to submit nominations. 

Dr Boulton announced the winners of the Genetics Society awards for 2022: 

 Genetics Society Medal 

Professor Robin Lovell-Badge (Francis Crick Institute) 

 Mary Lyon Medal 

Professor Irene Miguel-Aliaga (MRC LMC) 

 Balfour Lecture 

Dr Sam Behjati (Wellcome Sanger Institute, Cambridge) 

 JBS Haldane Lecture 

Professor Mike Fay (Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew) 

 Sir Kenneth Mather Memorial Prize 

Dr Robert Hilary, (IGMM, University of Edinburgh) 
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 Mendel Medal 

Professor Azim Surani FRS (Gurdon Institute, University of Cambridge) and 

Professor Davor Solter (Mahidol University) 

In 2022 the Genetics Society will be establishing the following new awards: 

 Bruce Cattanach 

Award for best PhD thesis using an in vivo animal model 

 Edith Rebecca Saunders Award 

Award for best PhD thesis across any subject 

 Writing Award 

Essay by PhD student/early career post-doc communicating  research to non-

scientific reader 

The writing award is as yet unnamed, suggestions from members are encouraged. 

Dr Boulton highlighted some of the upcoming events being organized by the Genetics 

Society: 

 22nd February, Royal Institution, London 

Matthew Cobb, 2021 JBS Haldane Lecture 

 11-13th April, Edinburgh 

Scientific meeting: “Functional Regulatory Genomics and Disease” 
 14th June, Royal Institution, London 

Jonathan Pettitt, 2020 JBS Haldane Lecture 

 20th July, RHS Wisley, Woking, Surrey 

Scientific meeting: Mendel’s 200th Birthday, presentation of 2022 Mendel & 

Mary Lyon Medals, JBS Haldane and Balfour Lectures  

 18th November, Royal Society, London 

Scientific meeting: “Genetics of Reproduction” 
2022 Genetics Society Medal 

2022 AGM 

Dr Boulton briefly touched on changes to the society’s Summer Studentship scheme, 
with applications now being student lead, further details are available on the website. 

The society will also be updating it’s branding in 2022, with a new logo, colour scheme, 

and newsletter format. 

 

6. Amendments to Constitution 

Results of the electronic ballot approving the updated constitution which was 

distributed to all members by email on 9th December 2021.  

Q. Please confirm that you accept the proposed changes to the Genetics Society's 

constitution. 

Yes: 93.33% (56) 

No: 0% (0) 

Abstain: 6.67% (4) 

 



 

6 

 

7. Applications for new membership 

Results of the ballot approving new members who have joined the Society since 1st 

November 2020. A list of new members was circulated by email to all members of the 

Genetics Society on 9th December 2021. 

Q. Please confirm that you wish to admit the new members listed here into the 

Genetics Society. 

Yes: 98.33% (59) 

No: 0% (0) 

Abstain: 1.67% (1) 

After these final announcements, Dr Boulton thanked the members in attendance for 

their support and the meeting was drawn to a close. 


